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The 

moft  Lamentable 

Deplorable 
HISTORY 

of  tlll6 

TWO  CHILDREN  in  the  WOOD. 

Containing: 
The  happy  Loves  &>  Lives  of  their  Parents^ 
The  Treachery      barbarous  Villany  of  their  Unkle, 
The  Duel  between  the  Murthering  Ruffians, 
W  the  unhappy  9§  deplorable  death  (f 
the  two  innocent  Children. 
As  alfo  an  account  of  the  yujlice  of  God  that  overtook 
the  Unnatural  Unkle:  &  of  the  deferved  Death 
the  two  murthering  Rufjians. 


The 

Children  in  the  Wood: 

or 

The  Norfolk  Gentleman's  laft  will 

Teftament. 

[Appears  to  have  been  written  in  1 595,  bdng  entered  in  that  ytxx 
on  the  Statjon^  books.  But  the  oldell  Edition  now  known  in 
print  is  that  entitled  The  Cruel  UndeJ  12? ,  1670.] 

NOW  ponder  well,  you  parents  dear, 
The  words  which  I  (hall  write : 
A  doleful  ftory  you  fhall  hear. 
In  time  brought  forth  to  light: 
A  Grentleman  of  good  account 

In  Norfolk  liv'd  of  late, 
Whofe  wealth  and  riches  did  furmount 
MofI:  men  of  his  eftate. 
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SORE  Sick  he  was,     like  to  die. 
No  help  that  he  could  have ; 
His  wife  by  him  as  iick  did  lie. 
And  both  poffefTd  one  grave. 
No  love  between  thefe  two  was  loft, 

Each  was  to  other  kind : 
In  love  they  liv  d,  in  love  they  died, 
And  left  two  babes  behind. 


THE  one  a  fine  &  pretty  boy. 
Not  paffing  three  years  old ; 
The  other  a  girl,  more  yoimg  than  he. 
And  made  in  beauty's  mould. 
The  Father  left  his  little  Son,  j 

As  plainly  doth  appear, 
When  he  to  perfed  age  fhould  come. 
Three  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
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ND  to  his  little  daughter  Jane 

Five  Hundred  pounds  in  gold. 
To  be  paid  down  on  marriage  day. 
Which  might  not  be  controul'd: 
But  if  the  children  chance  to  die 
Ere  they  to  age  (hould  come. 
Their  Uncle  Ihould  poffefs  their  wealth : 
For  fo  the  will  did  run. 


OWy  brother,  faid  the  dying  man 

Look  to  my  children  dear : 
Be  good  unto  my  boy  giil. 
No  friends  elfe  have  I  here ; 
To  God  ^  you  I  do  oommend 

My  children  night  S»  day; 
But  little  while,  be  fure,  we  have 
Within  this  world  to  ftay. 
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OU  muft  be  Father  &  Mother  both» 

And  Uncle  all  in  one : 
God  knows  what  will  become  of  them 
When  I  am  dead  &  gpne. 
With  that  befpake  their  Mother  dear, 

O  Brother  kind,  quoth  (he, 
You  are  the  man  muft  bring  our  babes 
To  wealth  or  mifery. 

ND  if  you  keep  them  carefully. 
Then  God  will  you  reward ; 

If  otherwife  you  feem  to  deal, 
God  will  your  deeds  r^rd. 

With  lips  as  cold  as  any  fione. 

She  kifled  her  children  fmall: 
God  blefs  you  both,  my  diildren  dear. 
With  that  the  tears  did  £aIL 


HESE  fpeeches  then  their  Brother  fpoke 


To  this  fick  couple  there : 
The  keeping  of  your  children  dear. 
Sweet  lifter  do  not  fear ; 
God  never  profper  me  nor  mine. 

Nor  aught  elfe  that  I  have. 
If  I  do  wrong  your  children  dear. 
When  you  are  laid  in  grave. 


HEIR  parents  being  dead  &  gone, 


And  brings  them  home  imto  his  houfe, 
And  much  of  them  he  makes. 


He  had  not  kept  thefe  pretty  babes 
A  twelvemonth  ^  a  day. 

But,  for  their  wealth,  he  did  devife 
To  make  them  both  away. 


The  children  home  he  takes. 


E  bargain'd  with  two  ruffians  rude, 

Which  were  of  furious  mood. 
That  they  fhould  take  the  children  young. 
And  flay  them  in  a  wood. 


E  told  his  wife,  ^  all  he  had. 
He  did  the  children  fend, 
To  be  brought  up  in  fair  London^ 
With  one  that  was  his  friend 
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WAY  then  wentthefe  pretty  h^hes^ 
Rejoicing  at  that  tide. 
Rejoicing  with  a  merry  mind. 
They  fbould  cm  cocthorfe  ride. 


HEY  prate  &  prattle  pleafantly. 
As  they  rode  on  the  way. 

To  thofe  that  fliould  their  butchen 
And  work  thdr  lives  dec^. 


So  that  the  pretty  fpeech  th.ey  had^ 
Made  murderers  hearts  relent; 
And  they  that  undertook  the  deed. 
Full  fore  they  did  repent. 
Yet  one  of  them,  more  hard  of  heart, 

Did  vow  to  do  his  charge, 
Becaufe  the  wretch  that  hired  him 
Had  i^d  him  very  large. 


JiE  other'd  not  agree  thereto., 

So  here  they  fell  at  ftrife ; 
With  one  another  they  did  fight, 
About  the  Childrens'  life : 
And  he  that  was  of  mildeft  mood. 

Did  flay  the  other  there. 
Within  an  unfrequented  wood. 
While  Babes  did  quake  with  fear 


HE  took  the  Children  by  the  hand 
When  tears  ftood  in  their  eye, 
And  bade  them  come  S*  go  with  him» 
And  look  they  did  not  cry : 
And  two  long  miles  he  led  them  on, 

While  they  for  food  complain : 
Stay  here,  quoth  he,  I'll  bring  you  bread. 
When  I  do  come  again. 

THESE  pretty  babes,  with  hand  in  hand, 
Went  wandering  up  &  down : 
But  never  more  they  faw  the  man» 
Approaching  from  the  town  t 
Their  pretty  lips  with  black-berries. 

Were  all  befmear'd  S*  dyed, 
And,  when  they  faw  the  darkfome  night. 
They  fate  them  down  &  cried. 
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THUS  wander*d  thefe  two  pretty  babes. 
Till  death  did  end  their  grief  i 
In  one  anothers  arms  they  died, 
As  babes  wanting  relief: 
No  burial  thefe  pretty  babes 
Of  any  man  receives. 

Till  Robin-red-breaft  painfully 
Did  cover  them  with  leaves. 

A  ND  now  the  heavy  wrath  of  God 
Upon  their  Uncle  fell: 
^  ^™  Yea — ^fearful  fiends  did  haunt  his  houfe» 
His  confcience  felt  an  hell: 
His  bams  were  fir*d,  his  goods  confiim'd, 

His  lands  were  barren  made, 
His  cattle  died  within  the  field, 
And  nothing  with  him  ftay'd. 
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'  ND  in  the  vo3^age  to  Portugal, 
Two  of  his  fons  did  die ; 
And,  to  conclude,  himfelf  was  brought 
To  extreme  mifery; 
He  pawn'd  &  mortgag'd  all  his  land 

Ere  feven  years  came  about 
And  now  at  length  this  wicked  ad 
Did  by  this  means  come  out. 


HE  fellow  that  did  take  in  hand 

Thefe  Children  for  to  kill. 
Was  for  a  robbery  judg'd  to  die 
As  was  God  s  bleiTed  will : 
Who  did  confefs  the  very  trudi. 
The  which  is  here  expreff 'd ; 
Their  Uncle  died  while  he,  for  debt 
In  prifon  long  did  reft. 
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LL  you  that  be  executors  made. 

And  overfeers  eke. 
Of  children  that  be  fatherlefs^ 
And  infants  mild  S*  meek. 
Take  you  example  by  this  thing, 

And  yield  to  each  his  right, 
Left  God,  with  fuch  like  mifery. 
Your  wicked  minds  requite. 


^Cttlptutcg,  cttriomue  engtatien 
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